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1. When the Committee discussed production policies at its working session in 
March 1969, it was agreed that the secretariat should compile statistical data 
showing, for individual countries or groups of countries, the percentage of 
population engaged in agriculture and the agricultural gross output in per cent 
of the gross national product (COM.AG/12, paragraph 13). The secretariat has 
prepared a table showing the percentage of gross domestic product at factor cost 
derived from agriculture and the percentage of total active population engaged 
in: agriculture. It has been aimed at including the most recent data available, 
which in the case of the gross domestic product, for most countries meant figures 
for 1966, and in the case of population, figures for 1965. Whenever figures are 
for other years, this has been indicated in the table. 

2. The major sources for the information presented have been the United Nations 
Yearbook of National Accounts Statistics 1967 and the FAO Production Yearbook 1967. 
Other sources used have been indicated in the notes to the table. 

3. The gross domestic product at factor cost is the value at factor cost of 
the product, before deduction of provisions for the consumption of fixed capital, 
attributable to factor services rendered to resident producers of the given 
country. The gross domestic product at market prices, on which the percentages 
are based in two cases, may differ slightly from the gross domestic product at 
factor cost, the former representing a valuation approximating marginal utility 
to the buyer and the latter a valuation approximating marginal cost to the 
producer. For a few countries, the percentages are based on the net domestic 
product at factor cost, which is the value at factor cost of the product, after 
deduction of provisions for the consumption of fixed capital, attributable to the 
factors of production supplied by normal residents of the given country. However, 
in spite of the fact that the percentages in the second column of the table are 
based on somewhat different concepts of product they are believed to be sufficiently 
comparable for the present purpose. 

4. The term "agriculture" as it has been used in the table includes also 
forestry, hunting and fishing in accordance with the definition of Division 0. 
of the International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC). For countries 
which have not followed the ISIC standard definition, further details have been 
given in the.notes to the table. 
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5. "Economically active population" has been defined as all persons engaged 
in an economic activity, whether as employers, own-account workers, salaried 
employees, or unpaid workers assisti: g in the operation of a family farm or 
business. The population economically active in agriculture includes all 
economically active persons engaged principally in agriculture, forestry, 
hunting and fishing. However, this general definition has allowed for some 
difference in statistical practices from one country to another. In some 
countries, data collected may relate to all persons reporting an occupation, 
whether or not they were actually working at the time of the census or survey; 
while in other countries data relate only to persons actually employed during 
a specified period and unemployed workers, for instance, being excluded. While 
labour statistics for some countries give data on the economic activity for 
persons of all ages, in other cases only specified ago groups are included, 
(e.g. 14. years of age and over). Furthermore, the comparability of such data 
is also limited by different statistical treatment of unpaid family workers, 
particularly housewives. 

6. The percentages given in the third column of the table are estimates 
prepared by FAO, and the figures relate to national boundaries as of 1965. 
Information on economically active population for recent years is also available 
for many countries from national censuses and surveys and is published by the 
International Labour Office (ILO Yearbook of Labour Statistics). However, 
such censuses and surveys are made with rather long intervals and for different 
years in the different countries. The data published by FâO are estimates 
based on national or international statistics, and whenever necessary, the 
data have been pro-rated to 1965. The FAO estimates may therefore be slightly 
more comparable than the original data, and seemed to be the most suitable 
ones for the present purpose. 
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Table 

THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF AGRICULTURE IN THE NATIONAL ECONOMY 

• 

ARGENTINA 

AUSTRALIA 

AUSTRIA 

CANADA 

CUBA 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

DENMARK 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 

BELGIUM 

FRANCE 

GERMANY, F.R. 

ITALY 

LUXEMBURG 

NETHERLANDS 

FINLAND 

. GREECE 

INDIA 

INDONESIA 

IRELAND 

ISRAEL 

JAPAN 

KOREA, REPUBLIC OF 

NEW ZEALAND 

NIGERIA 

NORWAY 

Percentage of gross 
domestic product 

derived from agriculture 
(1966) 

15 

10 (1965)^ 

9 

7 

1 4 ^ 

ios/ 

2 4 ^ 

7.8^ -

6 

^ 

4 

13 

6 (1964) 

8 
16 

24 

49£/H/ 

56 (1964)^ 

20 

8 ^ 

12*/ 

39 

17 (1964/65)^ 

56 (1964)*/ 

9 

Percentage of total 
active population 

engaged in agriculture 
(1965) 

18 

10 

20 

11 

39 
16 

15 

57 

15.8 (1966)^/ 

6 

18 

11 

25 

11 

9 
32 

53 

70 

66 

32 

12 

27 

54 . 

13 
80 

18 



Spec(69)62 
Page 4 

Table (cont'd) 

PERU. 

POLAND 

PORTUGAL 

SOUTH AFRICA 

SPAIN 

SWEDEN 

SWITZERLAND 

TANZANIA 

TURKEÏ 

UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC 

UNITED KINGDOM 

UNITED STATES 

URUGUAY 

YUGOSLAVIA 

Percentage of gross 
domestic product 

derived from agriculture 
(1966) 

22 (1963) 

22^/ 

19 

10 (1965) 

18 

7 (1965) 

54 

37 

29 (1965) 

? 
16 (1964) 

3 0 ^ 

Percentage of total 
active population 

engaged in agriculture 
(1965) 

47 

42 

40 

29 

34 

12 

10 

95 

72 

55 

4 

6 

17 

53 

Notes to the table 

a/ 
fyYear beginning 1 July 
-yNet material product 
-ryDairies and slaughtering industries are included in "Agriculture" 
^yGross domestic product at market prices 
-'Source: Office Statistique des Communautés Européennes, Dix ajas de 
/Marché Commun en Tableaux 1958-1967 (pages 98-100) 

-yExcluding fishing, but including the production of wine 
f/Year beginning 1 April 
=yNet domestic product at factor cost 
-'Source: IBRD, Medium-Term Economic Policy and Development Strategy of 
./New Zealand (1968, unpublished) 
~yNet domestic material product 
= Source for gross agricultural output: Landwirtschaftliche Monatzahlen 
wNr.l, 1969 (1966; total Sw F 3,952.96 million) 
-' adjustment for stock valuation is not distributed by branch of industry 

Sources: UNITED NATIONS, Yearbook of National Accounts Statistics 1967 (Table 3) 
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS, Production 
Yearbook 1967 (Table 5). For other sources which have been used, see 
notes to the table. 


